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The Voice of Business for NovemberThe Voice of Business for November

When: Nov 18, 2024

Where:
Timberlake Lodge 
Hotel

Time:
11:45 a.m.
Buffet lunch, 
12:00 pm Luncheon
begins.

Cost: 
$15.00 members 
$20.00 nonmembers 

RSVP required:
218-326-6619
or email 
Stacia@grandmn.
com no later
than 
Nov 14, 2024

Calendar of Events 
for 2024

Chamber Monthly 
Luncheon
November 18, 2024
@Timberlake Lodge

How to Value Your 
Business with Nick 
Dunnom, Sunbelt Advisor
November 13, 2024 @ 
GRACC Conf Room

Taking Care 
of Business 
@ Timberlake Lodge
Dec. 4, 2024

Chamber 
Committee
Meetings

Ambassador - 
Third Wednesday/
monthly, noon - 1:00pm

Government Affairs -
Last Friday/monthly, 
7:30am - 9:00am

Forestry Affairs  -
Last Friday/monthly, 
9:15am - 10:45 am

Chamber members, you 
are welcome to come 
and check them out to 
see if you are interested 
in joining.

Matt Grose is the Grand Rapids Area 
Schools Superintendent. He is active-
ly involved in leadership, chairing the 
Itasca Area Schools Collaborative (IASC) 
and serving on boards such as the Gov-
ernor’s Broadband Task Force, Blandin 
Foundation’s Broadband Strategy Board, 
Think Small, childhood education advo-
cacy group.

Superintendent Matt Grose is set to deliver the State of ISD 
318 School Address, focusing on the district’s achievements 
and plans for the future. As public education faces scrutiny 
and speculation, this address will also tackle a crucial ques-
tion: What is fact and what is fiction in the school district? 
 
Academic and Student Success 
Innovation and Community Support 
Fiscal Responsibility and Future Goals 
 
By addressing common misconceptions and providing clari-
ty on district operations, the State of ISD 318 School Address 
will offer valuable insights into the district’s direction and 
ongoing commitment to educational excellence. 
Community members are encouraged to attend and learn 
about the exciting developments happening in ISD 318, as 
well as to discern fact from fiction in today’s educational 
landscape.

The Chamber Challenge:
What is fact and what is fiction 
in the school district

We have been in the insurance industry for over 40
years. Our team of experts cover multiple lines of
insurance. Licensed in multiple states means you are
covered no matter where you are located. With
customer service that is second to none, our
knowledgeable and dedicated staff is ready to help.
Changing with the times, we invest in the future of
digital business by providing online and mobile access
to your insurance information.  
 
As a Trusted Choice agency, we promise to treat you as a person, not just a policy. We are commit-
ted to excellence and help you find the right insurance and financial services. Our team guides you 
through claims and assists with coverage issues, ensuring a smooth experience. Trust Ihry Insurance 
to guide you through your insurance journey with expertise and care!

New Chamber MembersNew Chamber Members

Torrent Technologies
30711 Zims Lane
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
218-327-9025

Dunkin Donuts & Baskin Robbins
1250 South Pokegama Avenue
Grand Rapids, MN 55744
(616) 915-5739

Wise Minds by Rhea
1255 S Pokegama Ave Unit 11, 
Grand Rapids MN, 55744
218-203-9673

Luncheon SponsorLuncheon Sponsor

Taking Care of BusinessTaking Care of Business



Once a month, a Cham-
ber Member Business 
in good standing will 
be randomly selected 
during the monthly 
luncheon and featured 
for the upcoming 
month. 

This randomly drawn 
business will have 
the opportunity to 
showcase themselves 
offering them exposure 
through the Grand 
Rapids Area Chamber 
of Commerce network

This initiative expresses 
gratitude to all busi-
nesses and individ-
uals supporting the 
Chamber’s mission of 
advocating for business 
interests.
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Join the Chamber for your chance to be premiered. The Chamber of Commerce works to help you create jobs, and 
helps to solve business problems. Make sure you support your Chamber, because they are supporting you.

Call Kerry Larsen at 218-326-6619 or email kerry@grandmn.com

This Month’s Business Spotlight Recipient:

One NW Third Street, Grand Rapids, MN 55744 -- 218-326-6619 -- www.grandmn.com --

President & CEO: Malissa Bahr
Business Relations Coordinator: Kerry Larsen
Events and Marketing Coordinator: Stacia Rom

806 NE 4th Street - Grand Rapids, MN 55744 
218 - 326-3466 - Fax: 218 - 326-1539 

Orders@TreasureBayPrinting.com 

If you think it….. we ink it! 

Up North Sewing 
& Embroidery

  Ribbon Cuttings  Ribbon Cuttings

 A&B Mishaps LLC

 Thrivent Financial

A&B Mishaps LLC celebrated their ribbon cutting with their new owner 
and new building. Our philosophy begins by being dependable and a 
professional partner that can be counted on when needed, we are hon-
est, we respond promptly and are committed to being the safest and best 
company in the industry. Our mission is to continue to bring affordable 
towing services and customer service to the area. Our services include 
towing a variety of vehicles, lockouts, roadside service, and we also offer 
off-road recovery services. Pictured left to right are Robert Hughes (Own-
er), Russ Mostoller (Driver), Joseph Axtell (Driver), Miguel Swanson (Driver), 
and Ashley Axtell (Office Assistant). Debbie Tahtinen - Midland Title, Greg 
Bounds - Century 21, LeAnn Hardly - City Limits Storage

Benjamin D Weerts rejoined Jeffrey A Hakala, and the Mission Creek Asso-
ciates team with Thrivent in Grand Rapids. Ben and Jeff are financial advi-
sors who have worked together with Thrivent for over 20 years.  Thrivent 
is a diversified financial services organization that helps people achieve 
financial clarity, enabling lives full of meaning and gratitude. Thrivent and 
its subsidiary and affiliate companies serve more than 2.4 million clients, 
offering advice, insurance, investments, banking and generosity products 
and programs online and through financial advisors and independent 
agents nationwide.Their team includes Office Professionals Kari Weerts and 
Paula Mackey. Ben and Jeff are excited to be back together serving clients 
in our Grand Rapids area community.  Office is located at 201 4th St. NW 
Suite I, Grand Rapids, MN 55744. To reach Ben or Jeff, please contact them 
by phone at 218-999-4649 or email Ben at benjamin.weerts@thrivent.com 
or Jeff at jeff.hakala@thrivent.com. Debbie Tahtinen - Midland Title, Becky 
Gilbert - The Title Team, Greg Bounds - Century 21, LeAnn Hardy - City Limits 
Storage

Up North Sewing & Embroidery, based in Coleraine, MN, specializes in 
custom embroidery for both personal and business needs. From logo 
swag like clothing, bags, and hats to personalized gifts such as hand 
towels, holiday stockings, and more, I create items perfect for any occa-
sion. You can also find me at markets and craft fairs throughout the year, 
or connect with me on Facebook (@upnorthsewingandembroidery) or 
Instagram (@upnorthsewingandembroidery). You can also find me on Etsy 
(www.etsy.com/shop/UpNorthSewingEmb) and my direct website (www.
upnorthsewingandembroidery.com) for more details and to place your 
custom orders! Pictures left to right : Jenna Tadych - The Emeralds, Debbie 
Tahtinen - Midland Title, Katy Buhr - Owner, Becky Gilbert - The Title Team, 
Laurie Clausen-Edward Jones.


